The radiologic manifestations of idiopathic intestinal pseudoobstruction.
Six patients with idopathic intestinal pseudoobstruction underwent extensive radiographic evaluation of the gastrointestinal tract. Propulsive motor activity was consistently absent. All had smooth muscle dysfunction of the esophagus, small bowel, and colon, and two had abnormal gastric emptying. Two forms of the syndrome were observed, characterized by either hyper- or hypoactive smooth muscle. In the hyperactive form chaotic, spontaneous contractions of the esophagus and small intestine occurred and extensive diverticular disease of the colon was present. In the hypoactive form the esophagus was atonic and there was marked widening and hypomotility of the small intestine and colon. The presence of two forms of smooth muscle dysfunction suggests that the syndrome has a heterogeneous pathology and pathophysiology.